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Ho-,v do you defend flie Presi- 

deh.i ? isfeesj.Dreper. . :St, .Clair, 

.•?.(’ was hired by Richard 

ss justjihat, Halses 

'he Question '4ir.->fcd no' long uas-fceeta Queued- rs saym-g 
. -with-’ 

v ' . ^i timwzxine ■ the 


up AJiOi? mem: How “yen John .Cheste r. appearel be- 'drafted by the American Bar 

sere the "^Jmtexi States Court ; Association and adopted bv 
awyer set fro- a -riv Amd§§f Appeals for the District of * 

r s*oai8 ?w :*• w.ih it, ‘‘ Columbia Circuit a few weeks 
• ■ - « dnerimmaring , eaca ha||go : § present the White House 
A: position regarding five mpes 

\:sv. : erw. 'v-,,;ed hr-- a .sought by the Senate Water- 
on t > • -eg, ’ tear;: .gate Committee. He contended 
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•4*0 asking ■ the ■■.question.'-. 'Ewy 
ading as tfc'rifjear,. of One 

4 .' efu ’ -te.-i, S> r S; ubt 
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r that, ss a re- 

sult, there -are. no 'precise rules 
id cover- ah the ’situations -ir 
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it i~ genet a. *y agreed that- 
■the; President's' ii^ter.is-fekrdd' 
.ike any . other lawyer by tlie 
■ B ' of ' i s 

it is also agreed-; feat the cahbhi; 
are neither ‘ebmprshensive nor 
'ietas led. * n 1 ugh to . 3 nswer defi- ! 
riitely all fee Questions being 

ilie broader tjaestidte that! 

has ;beeg.. riisedV&" rirhepfer -the 
.swyc- to? 'the teraMdehfetef'Htea 


av the releasd. of the tapes , 
/ould have 1 a grave impact . or. ; 
ubiic opinion, but when he; 
as- asked about the tapes' 
ntents, he conceded that he 
ad not heard, them. 

‘You Just Can’t Barge in’ 

,, urmg the hearing -last fall 
hi fe'-o -the ISbi-niinute gap os 
a key .White House tape' aa- 

other Presidential latv^r, Safa*' 
or W. JSgS m> acknowledged that 
. : he bad not discussed,, fee gap 
fitp the President, Miv Bowers, , 
vim. ieft the White House short- 
fereafter, gave : 'this eqpiana- . 
tionte “If you’re representing: 
General. Motors you just can’t 
barge, in every day and talk to 
the president of G.M.” 

JIBe. questions about getting] 
'•ejected the broader cbpferi- i information : freer: clients. - are’ 
ion ba* Sir. Si. Chirr is being ,to -many lawyers, easier to dis- 
'denied ' adequate control of his icuss than the broader and more 
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tion. e;-d the- White House hasj- 


iphilosophicail question of 
S | whether the President's lawyer 


some states to varying degrees, 
provide little guidance arid, es- 
sentially, set only the outer 
limits. 

As John F. Sutton of the 
University of Texas Law School, 
the chief draftsman of the code,, 
expressed it, the lawyer is ob- 
j ligated, to, “adequately prepare’' 
'his or her case and to “repre- 
sent the. client strongiy.” 

The canons embody “iavyer- 
client privilege” the rule that ? 
lawyer not reveal confidences 
of his client, and they do so, 
according to Mr. Sutton and 
others, to encourage a client 
to tell his lawyer all the facts 
relevant to the case. 

The code provides limited ex-rf 
captions. The lawyer may re-j, 
veal the intention of -his client i 
to commit a future crime, and : |i 
if. 'the lawyer learns that thet- 
client has “perpetrated .a fraud” |> 
os a tribunal and cannot per- 1 
suade the client to “rectify” 
it, the lawyer must disclose the rj 
fraud- to the tribunal. - ■ 

Proteefion for Client 
There has been speculations 
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. ‘ has some higher (^ligation - to 'that if tapes of president^! confi 
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the public .than the ordinary 
defense attorney. 

The lawyers say that the an- 
swers can be found in day-to- 
day legal practice aS much as 
in ; the 
general 


versatfon have been purpe s&$: : 
fully erased, or if Mr.' Nixoif- : 
is involved in a continuing ob-> 
struction of - justice,. Mr- St4 
Clair- would therefore have eg 
canons of ethics. Thejbe ■ -kept is . thd dark for Mr?: 
rule, they say, js . that {Nixon, to; he- protected. .- . I 

"the -- lawyer wants 'to know , Yet,- as James Hirby, dean: of 
everything the client knows: ' . the Ohio University Law School 

'a-jri an authority on legal eth- 
ics, notes. Us.' second exception 
is not widely 'ahered to.. Tn- 


“Ii s almost a preroq Uslte -to- 
- f: -gctiye - fr-pri-ierteationjH one 
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i- he r-civ.s, more :ise! 
and tecftica! Questions have* 
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. ' 1 hig'- . regarded Washington 

., *' •• j’awydr said. “It’s hard to makg 

' ■ • , tete. rif ; . • legal arguments - in a vacuum o 1 
President j respond to them. if you don’t 
ec of.' that' Rdstj have the ’facts.” - 
•l-.art a .r.onrhj The canons of ethics, now 
included in a revised “Code 


..House few- 


er Professional Responsibility’” ture crimes,, 


deed, .it was not even adopted 
-by' -the District of Columbia. 
Mr. Sutton -notes that it is un- 
clear whether a continuing 
crime is included in the nde 
that a lawyer may report ft- 
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